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Typography
is just what font you use

A lot of people think 



Typographers
These people tend to be crappy

Web



Typography
is the art and techniques of arranging 
type for an interactive interface. The 
arrangement of web type involves the 

selection of typefaces, size, line length, 
line height, & character-spacing to create 

a legible, easy to navigate, & creative 
online interface.

Good Web



Safe Fonts
Arial 
Arial Black
Comic Sans MS
Courier New
Georgia
Impact
Times New Roman
Trebuchet MS
Verdana

Windows
Arial 
Arial Black
Comic Sans MS
Courier New
Georgia
Impact
Lucida Console
Lucida Sans Unicode
Microsoft Sans Serif
MS Mincho
Palatino Linotype
Symbol
Tahoma
Times New Roman
Trebuchet MS
Verdana

Fonts for the Screen
Mac Default
American Typewriter
Andale Mono
Arial
Arial Black
Arial Narrow
Brush Script MT
Capitals
Apple Chancery
Baskerville
Big Caslon
Charcoal
Chicago
Comic Sans MS
Copperplate
Courier
Courier New
Didot
Gadget
Georgia
Geneva

Gill Sans
Futura
Helvetica
Helvetica Neue
Herculanum
Hoefler Text
Impact
Lucida Grande
Marker Felt Monaco
New York
Optima
Papyrus
Sand
Skia
Techno
Textile
Times
Times New Roman
Trebuchet MS
Verdana
Zapfino



3 pillars of web Typography are

Legibility 
Hierarchy
Expression



Site Redesign

Typography
with the focus on 





What do we know about this site’s 
Typography?

•Legibility
•Papyrus is a low legibility typeface.

•There is little breathing room

•Color and contrast make the body copy difficult to read

•Hierarchy
•There is no differentiation of a visual weight

•Does not guide a user to what they may want to do first

•Expression
•Site relies on papyrus to express it’s “earthy”  brand, which 

makes it hard to read. 



Make A Grid
First step to making a site is









Blocking out Layout
once I have my grid in place I start





Order Of Importance
A big part of this is determining an 







 Breathing Room
Make sure each content block has



20 pixels 
around each 
content block



10 pixels on 
each side of 
the 15px 
gutter



Add some 
line height to 
each block of 
text

Wider blocks
get more 
line-height 
for legibility

increase text 
size on more 
dominant 
elements



Refined type by 
changing up “font 
style”  in  first line 
“lead-ins”

Chose a non web 
font for headlines 
and static areas.

Variation helps 
draw interest 
and more 
visual weight



Uh Oh, she chose a non web font
<record stops>

Why? To add visual interest & expression

How? I will use Phark image replacement during build-out

When: For static text  without eating up to much bandwidth, allowing 

Google to index the information, & is accessible to screenreaders.

(part of being an experienced web designer is learning the balance of how often to use Phark 
(or other image replacement techniques) versus html text)

<h3 id="header">

The Metamorphosis Mind Plus Body
</h3>

/* css */
#header {

text-indent: -9000px;

background: url(header_homepage.jpg);

height: 285px;

 }



So, how did I pick that one font
out of the Quintillion fonts that exist in the world?

Calligraphic Letterform



A
were derived from calligraphic letterforms. 

Humanist Serif Fonts



Humanist Serif Fonts

Cochin Sabon

Caslon

That are on my computer



for variation within the same font-family.

Sabon has nice options

Sabon Roman
Sabon Italic
Sabon Bold

Sabon Bold Italic
Sabon Small Caps & Oldstyle 



So back to the redesign...
Now that we have introduced a non web font, how can we

break up some of that body text into more readable 
easy-to-digest chunks



Pull a Quote



Time to Add Color
which can be leveraged for hierarchy, legibility, and expression





Once adding color 
legibility can change in 
body copy. Line-height is 
added to account for that.



Hierarchy needs to be Refined.
Getting creative with chunks of text. Pulled quote is not working





header is 
enlarged for 
more interest

about section 
refined as 
“lead-in” 
using italics

2nd paragraph 
isolated for 
interest & 
variety

more line-height 
is added to body 
copy of last 
paragraph

Now this logo 
is killing me



Updated Logo

Tagline does 
not have 
enough visual 
interest



Texture & Depth
Two elements of design that can assist in adding visual weight 

and interest to typography



Navigation not 
prominent 
enough



Our Call To 
Action needs to 
be higher in 
priority



Created visual 
interest in 
alternating fonts 
& Colors as while 
adding texture 
for depth



Created visual 
interest in 
alternating fonts 
& Colors as while 
adding texture 
for depth

The headline is 
not prominent 
enough

The body copy 
could still stand 
to be more 
legible



Added texture & 
contrast to help 
bring out the 
headline

lighter 
background 
helps make text 
more legible





Thank You Very Much
Slides will be posted on a future blog post


